[The incidence of gonorrhea as an indicator for prevention of AIDS in Greenland].
The first case of HIV infection in Greenland was demonstrated towards the end of 1985 and, since then, a general informative campaign was instituted and teaching material about AIDS and HIV infection were prepared for use in schools. This activity was particularly great in 1987 and 1988. The main messages were 1) use of condoms and 2) reduction in the number of sexual partners. The incidence of gonorrhoea has been very high for many years in Greenland and the incidence of gonorrhoea was employed as indicator for the effect of the prophylactic campaign. Investigation revealed a decrease of 67% during the period 1985-1988. The decrease was particularly great in 1988 (58%). There appears to be a direct connection between this observation and the two main messages of the campaign as the employment of condoms increased tenfold during the period 1986-1988 end contact investigations revealed a decrease in the number of unknown sexual partners. On the other hand, no definite decrease in the total number of sexual partners was reported by patients attending the clinic for Venereal Diseases in Godthåb. It is emphasized that the incidence of gonorrhoea has decreased markedly but it is still considerably higher than the incidence in Denmark. Continued and active prophylactic efforts are still required.